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THE  WAR: 

Its  Unseen  Cause  and  some  of  its  Lessons. 


IT  is  hardly  possible  to  imagine, 
even  amid  the  horrors  of  a 
ghastly  nightmare,  that  six  or 
seven  nations  of  civilised  people  should 
be  wicked  and  foolish  enough  to  begin 
killing  one  another  in  order  to  settle 
any  differences  that  might  arise 
between  them. 

It  would  appear  more  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  the  matter  in  dispute 
could  be  adjusted  more  wisely,  more 
equitably,  and  more  economically,  by 
reference  to  some  impartial  tribunal 
agreed  upon  by  the  disputants. 

But  to  waken  up  some  morning  to 
discover  that  this  sensible  method  of 
settling  a  disputed  point  had  not  been 
resorted  to;  and  that  in  this,  the 
twentieth  century  of  the  Christian 
Era,  the  nations  of  Europe  had  found 
no  better  method  of  adjusting  their 
differences  than  the  one  of  starting  a 
carnival  of  human  slaughter,  is  surely 
an  experience  which  almost  baffles 
belief. 

What  is  the  explanation  of  so 
dire  a  situation  ? 

In  attempting  to  discover  its 
source  and  how  it  has  come  into 
our  own  life,  as  into  the  life  of  the 
other  nations,  I  must  ask  leave  to 
appeal  to  two  self-evident  truths  or 
axioms. 

First,  that  every  thought  tends 
to  materialise  itself  in  act ;  and  that 
all  bad  conditions  can  be  traced  to 
self-seeking  thoughts. 

I  need  not  labour  the  point 
because  the  relation  between  thought 


and  act  has  been  taught  by  the 
Knowers  of  Wisdom  in  all  ages,  and 
is  expressed  in  our  own  Scriptures 
in  the  words,  "  Keep  thy  heart  with 
all  diligence,  for  out  of  it  are  the 
issues  of  life." 

The  second  truth  is  equally  ob- 
vious and  was  taught  by  the  Founder 
of  the  Christian  Religion  in  such 
passages  as,  "  With  what  measure 
ye  mete  it  shall  be  measured  to  you 
again,"  and  by  the  Apostle  Paul  in 
the  well  known  words,  "Whatsoever 
a  man  soweth  that  shall  he  also 
reap." 

If  it  be  admitted  that  we  are  to 
reap  in  the  future  according  as  we  are 
sowing  to-day,  it  must  follow,  in 
an  orderly  world,  that  we  must  be 
reaping  to-day  that  which  we  have 
sown  in  the  past ;  so  I  express  my 
second  axiom  in  the  words,  "What- 
soever an  individual  or  a  nation  reaps 
that  has  it  already  sown." 

I  think  the  truth  of  our  two 
axioms  will  not  be  in  dispute. 

Involved  in  these  two  facts  there 
is  a  theory  of  outstanding  import- 
ance, which  I  want  to  use  as  a 
postulate,  as  it  is  necessary  to 
complete  our  argument';  it  is  the 
theory  of  the  gradual  evolution  of 
the  human  soul  through  many  lives, 
or  what  is  popularly  known  as  Re- 
incarnation. 

This  theory  postulates  that  we  do 
not  finally  leave  the  earth  until  we 
have  learned  its  lessons,  and  that 
all  the  things  which  beiall  us  in 
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any  i;iven  life  have  tor  [heir  end  the 
perfecting'  of  the  individual  ego  in 
wisdom  and  love. 

The  ordinary  explanation  of  life 
is  that  we  came  here  for  the  first 
time  when  we  were  born  into  the 
present  state,  that  we  live  on  this 
earth  some  seventy  years  or  so,  and 
then  depart  elsewhere  to  an  eternity 
of  bliss  or  woe.  This  is  a  theory 
of  things  which,  to  anyone  who 
has  trained  himself  to  look  facts 
in  the  face,  is  fast  becoming  un- 
believable. 

Assuming  then,  that  we  are  already 
living  in  a  Universe  where  things  do 
not  happen  by  chance,  and  where 
each  act  is  preceded  by  its  corres- 
ponding thought,  we  are  led  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  present  war  is 
a  product  of  selfish,  inharmonious 
thought  and  feeling  in  each  nation 
concerned ;  for  in  no  other  way  can 
the  results  be  explained  in  harmony 
with  our  axioms. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  ill  effects 
of  ignorance  of  these  subtle  laws 
upon  national  life,  we  may  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  in  by- 
gone days  the  nations  of  Europe 
who  are  now  enmeshed  in  war,  were 
subject  to  occasional  visits  of  pesti- 
lence. At  times  this  appeared  in  the 
garb  of  Typhus,  again  as  Smallpox, 
and  again  as  the  Black  Death  or 
Plague,  which  swept  away  a  large 
proportion  of  the  population.  These 
visitations  were  long  regarded  as  we 
now  regard  war,  as  necessary  incidents 
in  the  life  of  nations,  the  unseen  origin 
of  which  it  was  difficult  to  explain. 

It  was  finally  discovered  that  these 
epidemics  were  the  result  of  a  physical 
atmosphere  of  dirt  and  insanitation, 
and  that  where  cleanly  conditions 
were  existent,  and  where  towns  and 
villages  were   so  constructed  that 


fresh  air  and  sunlight  had  access  to 
the  houses,  the  plague  and  pestilence 
disappeared. 

I  now  submit  that  a  similar  appli- 
cation of  right  knowledge  to  the 
mental  and  moral  atmosphere  of  a 
nation  would  as  effectually  abolish 
war. 

I  further  submit  that  when  the 
bacillus  of  war  has  been  cleared  out  of 
the  mental  and  moral  atmosphere  of 
a  nation,  and  when  sweetness  and 
goodwill  abound,  it  will  practically 
be  impossible  for  that  nation  to  be 
drawn  into  war,  however  many  wars 
may  be  raging  in  its  vicinity. 

It  is  quite  true  that  we  should  be 
foolish  to  disband  our  army  and  scrap 
our  navy  under  present  conditions;  but 
that  need  not  prevent  our  trying  to 
discover  means  which  would  enable 
us  to  safely  dispense  with  both ;  for 
such  knowledge,  when  once  we  begin 
to  realise  its  infinite  possibilities  and 
apply  its  principles  to  individual  and 
national  life,  will  add  enormously  to 
human  happiness  and  prosperity  in 
every  direction. 

In  my  young  days  there  was  much 
controversy  as  to  whether  the  things 
which  come  into  a  man's  life  resulted 
from  the  exercise  of  his  own  free 
will  or  were  predestined  by  the 
Almighty. 

Had  we  known  a  little  more  about 
the  truths  we  are  now  using  as 
working  hypotheses,  we  should  have 
realised  that  there  is  truth  in  both 
statements,  and  that  we  all  have  full 
liberty  to  put  into  our  own  life  what- 
ever thoughts  and  acts  we  may 
select ;  but  the  Over  Ruling  Powers 
see  to  it  that  when  the  seed  is  once 
sown,  we  must  reap  the  corresponding 
harvest.  And  what  is  true  of  indi- 
viduals is  also  true  of  nations. 

Happiiy,  whilst  reaping  a  bad  crop, 
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we  may  begin  to  sow  the  seed  which 
will  later  bring  us  the  things  we 
desire ;  but  there  is  no  escaping  the 
harvest  when  the  seed  is  once  sown. 

As  Omar  Khayyam  said  long 
ago  :— 

"The  moving  finger  writes;  and 
having  writ,  moves  on  : 
Not  all  thy  piety  nor  wit  can 

lure  it  back  to  cancel 
Half  a  line  ;  nor  all  thy  tears 
wash  out  a  word  of  it." 

It  is  not  unusual  when  people  are 
suffering  for  their  sins  to  attribute 
the  blame  to  some  outside  cause,  and 
especially  to  those  who  happen  to  be 
the  instrument  of  their  chastisement. 

We  have  an  illustration  of  this  in 
the  spirit  of  hatred  which  has  been 
engendered  in  Germany  towards  this 
country,  where  the  belief  prevails 
that  we  are  the  sole  cause  of  her 
undoing,  instead  of  being  the  instru- 
ments through  which  she  is  reaping 
the  due  harvest  of  her  own  sowing. 

This  habit  of  looking  outside  for 
the  causes  which  bring  us  misfortune, 
however,  is  not  confined  to  Germany  ; 
it  is  a  universal  experience,  and  the 
greater  the  sinner  the  more  firmly 
does  he  believe  that  he  is  an  innocent 
victim  of  the  evil  machinations  of 
other  people. 

This  is  a  delusion  which  must  be 
got  rid  of  before  any  advance  is 
possible  in  individual,  social  or 
national  progress ;  for  not  only  is  it 
contrary  to  the  truth  as  expressed  by 
our  axioms,  but  the  energy  devoted 
to  complaining  about  other  people 
can  be  much  more  profitably  em- 
ployed ;  for  the  time  given  to  the 
study  and  correction  of  one's  own 
faults  is,  above  all,  the  most  profitable 
form  of  industry  on  which  any  person 
can  be  engaged. 

It  is  also  in  the  interests  of  truth 


itself  that  we  should  form  the  good 
habit  of  always  looking  out  for  the 
good  points  in  every  one  we  meet ; 
and  especially  should  we  seek  out 
the  good  qualities  in  those  whom 
we  find  it  most  difficult  to  get  along 
with. 

With  such  thoughts  in  mind,  let 
us,  first  of  all,  study  in  a  spirit  of 
fairness  the  life  and  character  of 
our  so-called  enemy,  the  German 
nation ;  peradventure,  we  may  come 
into  some  sort  of  sympathetic  re- 
lationship with  the  people  of  that 
country  and  understand  how  two 
so-called  civilised  peoples  should  find 
themselves  in  deadly  conflict,  when 
neither  of  them  has  any  real  ad- 
vantage to  gain  from  the  injury  they 
are  trying  to  inflict  on  each  other. 

Last  year  I  happened  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  the  principal 
cities  of  the  Fatherland,  and  in  the 
course  of  my  various  wanderings  to 
and  fro  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
I  have  been  in  friendly  relationship 
with  a  great  many  German  people, 
and  I  am,  therefore,  perhaps  more 
au  fait  with  the  life  of  the  German 
branch  of  the  Teutonic  family  than 
many  of  my  readers. 

The  incidence  of  the  present  war  is 
doubtless  bringing  out  some  of  the 
less  admirable  qualities  of  their 
character ;  but,  according  to  my  ob- 
servations and  experience,  the  average 
German  is  a  decent  fellow  in  every 
way,  and  as  fully  alive  to  the  value 
of  character  as  we  believe  ourselves 
to  be. 

I  think  the  outstanding  feature  of 
German  social  life,  as  compared  with 
our  own  or  that  of  the  Belgians  or 
French,  is  that  the  German  national . 
spirit  is  stronger  and  more  united 
than  it  is  with  us ;  this  spirit,  which 
we  may  call  Nationalism,  pervades 
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the  whole  nation  from  the  Kaiser 
downwards. 

In  spite  of  two  seemingly  incongru- 
ous elements,  an  autocratic  Govern- 
ment and  a  Socialistic  Proletariat, 
the  people  of  Germany  have  been 
pulling  together  better  than  any  other 
nation  in  Europe,  with  the  result  that 
of  late  years  they  have  made  more 
rapid  advance  in  science,  mechanics, 
art  and  commerce  than  any  other 
nation  ever  achieved  in  so  short  a 
time. 

The  consequence  is  that  they  have 
risen  from  a  group  of  third  rate  states 
into  a  nation  well  in  the  front  rank 
of  human  progress. 

Before  examining  the  weaker  side 
of  her  character,  in  which  we  shall 
discover  the  true  cause  of  her 
present  undoing,  let  us  pause  to 
admire  her  unity  of  purpose,  her 
courage,  her  strength,  her  domestic 
virtues,  her  indomitable  patience, 
her  industry,  her  capacity  for  organi- 
zation, and  last,  but  not  least,  her 
valiant  determination  to  win  "a  place 
in  the  sun." 

Naturally  strong  and  virile,  she 
might,  with  great  advantage  to  herself 
and  with  gain  to  the  rest  of  humanity, 
have  become  a  great  world  power, 
had  she  understood  a  little  better  the 
things  which  make  for  her  peace  and 
true  advancement. 

It  will  be  admitted  that  the  really 
great  man  or  nation  is  the  one  whose 
influence  is  helpful  and  strengthen- 
ing ;  for  that  is  the  true  test  of  all 
greatness. 

Germany  as  a  whole,  unfortunately, 
has  not  yet  risen  to  an  appreciation 
of  this  fact,  and  has  apparently  had  no 
vision  of  the  higher  good  which  comes 
of  service  to  one's  fellows  ;  she  has 
been  misled  by  her  self-seeking  desires 
into  thinking  that  true  greatness  lies 


in  might,  regardless  of  the  tact  that 
the  true  use  of  strength  is  for  the 
helping  of  the  weak. 

As  a  nation  she  has  also  shown 
herself  to  be  lacking  in  the  sense  of 
honour  and  duty — the  highest  and 
divinest  qualities  which  lie  latent  in 
all  men,  and  which  she  ought  to  be 
gradually  unfolding  as  her  evolution 
proceeds. 

She  is  placed  in  that  unfortunate 
position  that  she  desired  colonies  for 
her  overflow  population,  and  has 
come  too  late ;  the  world  is  already 
parcelled  out. 

She  has  not  realised  that  the 
Over-Ruling  Powers  sometimes  place 
individuals,  and  sometimes  a  whole 
nation,  where  they  have  certain 
limitations  to  progress  barring  their 
path ;  this,  in  order  that  they  may 
develop  some  quality  necessary  to 
later  progress,  in  the  honourable 
struggle  to  overcome  them,  and  she 
has  yet  to  learn  that  no  individual  or 
nation  can  forward  its  own  true 
interests  at  the  expense  of  other 
people ;  that  at  our  present  stage  in 
evolution  the  true  path  of  advance- 
ment does  not  lie  in  the  direction  of 
destructive  conquest. 

At  the  baby  stage  of  growth  it 
may  be  right  and  proper  for  an  in- 
dividual or  a  nation  to  disregard 
other  people's  interests  and  look  only 
after  its  own ;  but  as  evolution  pro- 
ceeds it  is  wrong  and  inimical  to  the 
common  good,  as  well  as  to  its  own, 
to  retain  the  self-seeking  qualities 
which  belong  to  an  earlier  stage  of 
growth. 

But  unfortunately  for  our  own 
welfare  and  hers,  our  present  so- 
called  enemy  does  not  appear  to  have 
had  any  enlightened  training  in  this 
direction,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  fact 
of  her  ignorance  of  such  elementary 
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truths  as  arc  set  forth  in  our  two 
axioms, 

|$  For  many  years  she  has  been 
thinking  war,  talking  war,  and  pre- 
paring for  war,  and  has  evidently 
been  entirely  oblivious  of  the  fact 
that,  wherever  a  people  fills  its  mind 
with  war  thoughts,  it  is  only  a 
question  of  time  before  its  life  will 
be  occupied  with  war  deeds. 

So  ignorant  was  she  of  this  vital 
truth  that  she  held  the  opinion 
that  the  surest  way  to  preserve 
peace  was  not  to  seek  to  make 
herself  helpful  to  her  neighbours,  but 
to  make  desperate  efforts  to  be  ready 
to  injure  them,  whenever  she  deemed 
that  course  necessary  to  her  own 
advancement. 

It  is  clear  that  in  this  respect 
Germany  has  been  under  the  in- 
fluence of  foolish,  if  not  wicked, 
teaching,  and  it  has  happened  to  her, 
as  was  said  by  one  of  old,  that 
"  Where  there  is  no  open  vision  the 
people  perish." 

Had  she  paid  a  little  more  attention 
to  the  words  of  the  Great  Master,  who 
taught  that  "  If  therefore  thine  eye  be 
single  thy  whole  body  shall  be  full  of 
light,"  many  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  her  most  capable  citizens  would 
not  have  been  wasted  on  a  fruitless 
war,  which  in  the  end  will  inevitably 
bring  her,  however  the  war  ends, 
much  more  of  loss  than  of  gain. 

She  has  yet  to  realise  that  the 
measure  of  an  individual  or  a 
nation's  progress  depends  upon  the 
true  insight  which  enables  it  to  make 
a  right  choice,  when  two  different 
paths  open  before  it  ,*  and  the  choice 
is  never  rightly  taken  unless  the 
intellect  is  clear  and  free  to  give  an 
impartial  judgment. 

So  long  as  a  nation  or  an  indivi- 
dual— the  law  is  the  same  for  both — 


is  single-heartedly  seeking  the  good 
of  all,  its  intellect  is  not  hampered 
or  clouded  by  desires  of  the  lower 
self,  and  the  choice  it  makes  is,  in 
such  a  case,  most  likely  to  be  the 
right  one;  but  where  the  lower 
desires  are  active,  they  deflect  the 
selective  power  of  the  intellect ;  the 
conclusions  thus  arrived  at  are  in- 
evitably wrong  ones. 

All  wrong-doing  in  the  world 
is  a  result  of  the  deflection  of 
the  judgment  by  the  bias  of 
self-seeking  desire. 

Had  Germany  been  cultivating  the 
habit  of  desiring  to  seek  her  own 
good  through  service  to  others,  which 
is  the  true  path  of  advancement,  she 
would  never  have  made  the  choice 
she  did  when  she  hastily  embarked 
upon  war,  seeing  that  none  of  her  real 
interests  were  threatened. 

And  she  is  now  learning,  in  a  most 
expensive  school,  a  truth  she  might 
have  obtained  at  much  less  cost  had 
her  teachers  but  drawn  her  attention 
to  the  axioms  and  the  postulate 
with  which  we  started,  for  then  she 
would  have  known  that  the  law  of 
action  and  re-action  is  an  eternal 
law  of  Nature,  which  the  strongest 
may  fight  against  in  vain. 

But,  leaving  now  our  diagnosis  of 
the  inner  causes  of  the  war  as  it 
applies  to  Germany,  and  passing  over, 
for  the  moment,  the  case  of  France, 
Russia,  and  the  other  countries  in- 
volved in  the  catastrophe,  let  us 
consider  the  question  as  to  how  we 
have  come  to  be  embroiled  in  this 
disastrous  experience,  and  what  we 
have  been  doing  to  merit  a  chastise- 
ment of  this  kind. 

If  this  is  a  world  governed  on  any 
sound  principles  of  justice  and  equity, 
and  if,  according  to  our  second 
axiom,  the  things  which  we  ourselves 
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attract  come  to  us,  how  can  we 
avoid  the  conclusion  that  the  suffering 
which  has  fallen  to  our  lot  in  this 
battle  of  wills  must  have  some 
relationship  to  causes  which  we  our- 
selves have  set  up  ? 

The  war,  as  I  read  its  meaning,  is 
a  great  crisis  in  the  life  of  our  nation ; 
it  is  alike  the  harvest  of  our  past 
sowing  and  the  sowing  time  for  the 
next  harvest,  and  the  same  may  be  said 
of  all  the  other  nations  concerned. 

If  you  ask  the  "  man  in  the  street  " 
why  we  are  suffering  the  enormous 
losses  incurred  by  the  war,  he  will 
tell  you  that  it  is  caused  entirely  by 
the  Germans. 

If  you  ask  a  German  how  it  has 
come  to  pass,  he  will  say  he  is 
suffering  from  the  envy  and  hatred 
of  other  nations. 

The  Frenchman  would  doubtless 
tell  you  that  he  did  not  want  the 
war,  and  the  Belgian  and  the  Russian 
would  say  that  what  they  wanted 
was  to  be  left  in  peace. 

And  yet  it  has  happened  that, 
without  any  satisfactory  explanation 
being  forthcoming,  Europe  finds  her- 
self being  deluged  with  blood,  and  the 
major  portion  of  her  productive  units 
are  giving  all  their  thoughts,  and  even 
their  lives,  to  a  war  which  is  not  only 
slaying  its  millions,  but  is  im- 
poverishing the  whole  world,  and 
probably  putting  back  the  clock  of 
progress  at  least  a  quarter  of  a 
century. 

Our  man  in  the  street,  as  we 
have  said,  stoutly  maintains  that 
we  have  not  sown  any  seeds  which 
would  produce  a  harvest  of  this  kind, 
that  we  are  suffering  entirely  on  ac- 
count of  other  people's  wrong-doings. 

But  our  axioms  teach  that  we 
attract  by  our  own  thoughts  the 
things  that  come  into  our  lives,  that 


each  person  suffers  for  his  own  sins ; 
and  if  this  be  so,  all  the  losses  and 
disabilities  which  come  into  our  life, 
as  well  as  the  gains  and  advantages, 
must  result  from  causes  which  we 
ourselves  have  set  up. 

It  is  true  we  may  take  pain  and 
trouble  upon  ourselves  voluntarily 
for  love  of  others,  but  there  is  a  joy 
in  that  form  of  suffering,  and  it  in- 
evitably comes  back  to  us  in  blessing. 

Such  is  the  way  which  the  martyrs 
take ;  it  is  the  way,  with  fairness  be 
it  said,  that  many  of  our  own  young 
men  have  taken  in  volunteering  to 
defend  a  neighbouring  state,  overrun 
by  a  relentless  enemy. 

But  the  truth  must  be  stated  that 
this  loss  and  suffering  has  come  upon 
us  in  a  way  we  could  not  honourably 
avoid ;  it  was  evidently  a  part  of 
our  Karma ;  we  have  sown  the  seed, 
and  we  must  reap  the  crop. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  we 
have  been  reluctantly  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  at  the  time  of 
the  outbreak  of  the  war,  there  was 
evidently  a  considerable  debit  balance 
against  us  in  Nature's  books,  and 
being  always  anxious  to  have  her 
accounts  in  order,  she  has  taken  the 
present  opportunity  to  send  in  her 
bill,  with  the  usual  polite  reminder 
that  the  settlement  can  be  no  longer 
delayed. 

Let  us  now  make  a  diagnosis  of 
the  mental  and  moral  atmosphere 
which  prevailed  in  this  country  when 
the  war  broke  out,  in  order  to  see 
whether  the  account,  which  seems  a 
rather  heavy  one,  is  not,  after  all, 
correctly  charged. 

What,  for  example,  was  the  state 
of  thought  and  feeling  in  Ireland,  and 
which  I  believe  still  exists  to  some 
extent,  with  regard  to  the  Home 
Rule  controversy  ? 
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Have  we  not  in  this  experience  put 
into  our  national  atmosphere  a  con- 
siderable volume  of  the  ignorance, 
prejudice,  and  intolerance  out  of 
which  all  wars  proceed  ? 

And  worse  still :  Why  all  the 
beating  of  drums  and  drilling  of 
soldiers  which  have  been  going  on 
these  many  months,  both  in  the 
North  and  South  of  Ireland  ? 

Cannot  we  trace  here  a  direct  con- 
nection between  our  having  to  partici- 
pate in  the  war  on  the  Continent  and 
the  intolerant  thoughts  which  we  have 
been  so  freely  putting  in  the  atmos- 
phere in  Ireland;  for  did  not  the 
German  Ambassador  advise  the  Berlin 
Chancellor  that,  so  far  as  he  could 
see,  we  were  on  the  very  brink  of 
civil  war  ? 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  the 
slightest  doubt  that  this  report 
encouraged  Germany  to  choose 
the  present  moment  to  make 
her  mad  attack  on  France  and 
trample  upon  Belgium,  thinking, 
no  doubt,  that  we  should  have  enough 
to  do  with  our  own  domestic  troubles, 
without  taking  a  hand  in  other 
people's  quarrels. 

But  Ireland  has  not  furnished  all 
the  atmospheric  conditions  which 
have  brought  us  this  chastisement  ; 
think  of  the  prejudice,  the  ill-will, 
and  ugly  thoughts  which  have  gone 
into  our  atmosphere  through  other 
channels. 

Take,  for  instance,  the  Suffragette 
campaign.  Our  women  folk  may  have 
had  a  legitimate  complaint,  parti- 
cularly those  who  are  called  upon  to 
pay  taxes  and  are  not  allowed  a  voice 
in  the  spending  of  the  money  thus 
contributed ;  but  what  shall  be  said 
of  the  methods  employed  to  achieve 
this  undoubtedly  good  object  ? 

We  speak  of  the  Hun-like  barbarity 


of  the  Germans  when  they  damage 
beautiful  cathedrals,  but  what  about 
the  actions  of  that  section  of  the 
Suffragette  party  who  set  fire  to  our 
own  ancient  churches  and  noble 
mansions,  and  who  go  about  our  art 
galleries  with  hammers  up  their 
sleeves  to  destroy  valuable  works  of 
art? 

We  express  here  no  adverse  opinion 
as  to  the  righteousness  of  their  cause, 
any  more  than  we  have  said  anything 
against  the  ambition  of  the  German 
nation  to  become  a  world  power. 

What  we  wish  to  emphasise  is  the 
fact  that  the  spirit  directing  the  two 
lines  of  action  is  the  same;  and  in 
both  cases  it  is  an  ignorant  attempt 
to  achieve  a  good  end  by  wrong 
methods. 

Take,  again,  our  industrial  disputes, 
in  the  discussion  of  which  the  like 
evil  spirit  has  been  all  too  evident. 

Think  of  the  lack  of  mutual 
sympathy,  the  misunderstandings, 
the  class  prejudices,  and  the  ill-will 
that  have  been  generated  so  copiously 
during  the  various  strikes  which 
have  been  so  prevalent  in  recent 
years  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  at  the 
moment,  to  consider  which  party 
in  the  disputes  has  been  most  in 
fault ;  I  am  only  drawing  attention 
to  the  bitterness  and  suffering  which 
have  resulted,  and  which  show  that 
we  have  been  producing,  in  ever- 
increasing  measure,  a  more  than 
generous  supply  of  these  bad  condi- 
tions of  the  mental  atmosphere 
which,  if  our  axioms  are  correct, 
must  inevitably  manifest  themselves, 
sooner  or  later,  on  the  physical  plane 
in  inharmonious  material  conditions. 

We  may,  perhaps,  be  thankful  that 
we  are  having  the  atmosphere  clarified 
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a  little,  and  our  thoughts  and  feelings 
chastened  by  a  national  war,  in  which 
I  believe  we  are  righteously  engaged  ; 
but,  whatever  may  be  the  fortunes  of 
war,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to  set 
out,  in  future,  to  cultivate  in  our 
social,  industrial,  and  national  re- 
lationship a  larger  spirit  of  sympathy, 
of  unity,  of  harmony,  and,  above  all, 
of  mutual  tolerance  and  goodwill. 

I  think  we  cannot  get  away  from 
the  plain  fact  that  in  these,  as 
in  other  ways  which  we  have  not 
gone  into,  we  have  been  charging 
our  mental  atmosphere  with  the  most 
appropriate  medium  for  the  rapid 
increase  and  multiplication  of  the 
war  bacillus. 

But  just  as  our  forefathers  suffered 
from  occasional  outbreaks  of  pesti- 
lence, so  long  as  they  did  not  adjust 
their  activities  in  full  harmony  with 
the  physical  laws  of  nature,  so  we 
need  not  expect  to  overcome  the 
tendency  to  war  until  we  seek  to 
understand  and  harmonise  our  acti- 
vities with  the  laws  of  the  mental 
and  moral  sphere. 

It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that, 
at  the  close  of  the  present  conflict, 
the  nations  of  Europe  will  be  fully 
convinced  of  the  futility  and  waste- 
fulness, if  not  of  the  monstrous 
wickedness,  of  war  as  a  method  of 
arriving  at  a  right  settlement  of 
differences  which  are  bound  to  arise 
between  rival  nations. 

And  as  all  the  nations  will  be  in 
that  chastened  condition  of  spirit  in 
which  they  will  favourably  consider 
proposals  which  have  for  their  end 
the  future  peace  of  the  world,  it 
seems  opportune  that  the  thinking 
people  of  all  nations  should  be  con- 
sidering suggestions  and  proposals 
which  have  for  their  end  the  removal 
of  the  causes  which  produce  war. 


In  seeking  to  bring  to  an  end  the 
present  conflict,  I  think  something 
should  be  done  to  reduce,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  spirit  of  national  bitter- 
ness, which,  if  continued,  will  seriously 
hamper  those  whose  heavy  task  it  will 
be  to  arrange  the  terms  of  peace  in 
the  spirit  of  equity  and  justice. 

If  I  had  the  present  situation  to 
handle,  I  should  not  venture  the  lite 
of  another  soldier  or  sailor  beyond 
what  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
place  a  ring  of  steel  around  the 
German  frontier  and  coasts. 

This  done,  I  should  submit  the 
conditions  of  peace ;  and  on  sub- 
mission of  the  terms,  Germany  should 
be  informed  that  any  extra  charge 
incurred  in  holding  her  frontiers 
would,  after  a  definite  date,  be  for 
her  account. 

We  should  thus  obtain  the  end  in 
view  without  further  embitterment 
of  national  feeling,  and  the  economic 
question  which  the  present  situation 
is  setting  up  would  exert  steadily 
increasing  pressure  to  bring  the  war 
to  an  end,  with  very  little  further  loss 
of  life ;  and  a  peace  arranged  on  this 
basis  would  be  much  more  likely  to 
be  equitably  determined  than  would 
a  peace  forced  upon  her  after  she  had 
been  humiliated  by  the  Allies. 

But  whatever  arrangements  may 
be  made  to  conclude  peace,  and  to 
provide  against  future  wars,  let  us 
clearly  understand  that  if  we  do  not 
learn  to  guide  our  activities — per- 
sonal, social,  and  national — more  in 
the  spirit  of  harmony,  of  unity  and 
goodwill,  we  may  abolish  war,  but 
other  evils  quite  as  bad  will  take  its 
place. 

There  is  only  one  way  to  get  rid  of 
either  personal,  social,  or  national 
troubles,  and  that  is  to  get  rid  of 
the  prejudices,  intolerance,  ill-will, 
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and  the  lack  of  knowledge  and  under- 
standing which  produce  them. 

For  the  only  way  to  per- 
manently OVERCOME  AN  EVIL  THING 
IS  TO  MAKE  UP  OUR  MINDS  TO  CEASE 
PUTTING  INTO  OUR  THOUGHTS  AND 
ACTIVITIES  THE  SEEDS  WHICH  PRO- 
DUCE IT. 

Perhaps  at  the  end  of  the  war 
something  may  be  found  possible 
in  the  direction  of  making  a  bond 
of  agreement  between;  all  the 
nations  of  Europe,  under  which  any 
nation  going  to  war  without  first 
submitting  its  case  to  the  judgment 
of  a  European  court  of  appeal,  to  be 
formed  for  that  purpose,  would  be 
regarded  as  an  enemy  to  the  common 
weal,  and  would  be  dealt  with 
accordingly  by  all  the  other  nations 
in  combination. 

But  a  still  more  satisfactory  plan 
would  be  to  set  up  some  form  of 
federation  for  all  the  States  of  Europe 
on  the  pattern  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  since  in  that  case  no 
individual  nation  would  need  a 
standing  army  or  navy.  This  arrange- 
ment, if  the  initial  difficulties  could  be 
overcome,  would  be  likely  to  produce 
permanently  good  results ;  and  would, 
incidentally,  open  out  Europe  to  free 
trade,  which  would  greatly  tend  alike 
to  mutual  benefit  and  to  a  more 
friendly  relationship  between  the 
peoples  concerned. 

In  any  case,  it  cannot  be  beyond 
the  skill  of  capable  statesmanship  to 
discover  a  method  whereby  the 
claims  of  justice  and  equity  may  be 
reached,  for  no  nation  has  any  true 
interest  in  wronging  another.  The 
antagonisms  from  which  the  nations 
now  suffer  are  largely  produced  by 
ignorance  of  the  elementary  fact  that 
when  one  nation  prospers  all  the  other 
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nations  are  benefitted,  and  when  one 
is  injured  every  one  else  suffers. 

The  nations  of  Europe,  and  even 
of  the  world  at  large,  are  so  inti- 
mately bound  up  with  each  other, 
and  they  have  so  many  interests  in 
common,  that  it  would  seem  to  be  a 
matter  of  ordinary  prudence  to  make 
sure  that  the  settlement  will  provide 
for  the  abolition  of  war  as  a  means  of 
settling  national  differences. 

In  the  light  of  our  axioms,  it  may 
be  stated  with  certainty  that  the 
external  conditions  in  which  a  nation 
finds  itself  are  the  true  measure  of  its 
inner  life,  and  that  the  one  is  in  exact 
correspondence  with  the  other. 

It  is  one  of  the  problems  which  is 
more  easily  asked  than  answered,  as 
to  how,  in  a  world  where  there  is  so 
much  evil  and  sin,  we  may  set 
about  producing  those  better  national 
relationships  which,  in  the  light  of 
our  present  knowledge,  we  feel  we 
ought  already  to  have  achieved. 

The  derivative  meaning  of  the 
word  which  is  translated  into  our 
language  as  sin  is  very  instructive, 
being  found  to  relate  to  a  "  missing 
of  the  point,"  and  a  sinner  is  simply 
a  person  who,  in  the  quest  for 
happiness,  has  missed  his  way. 

Now,  happiness  is  the  right  of 
every  individual,  but  the  reason  it  is 
so  rarely  achieved  lies  in  the  fact  that 
our  mental  attitude  towards  others 
is  a  wrong  one,  owing  to  our  ignorance 
of  those  more  subtle  laws  of  Nature 
with  which  we  are  dealing ;  we  have 
not  yet  learned  that  happiness  is  a 
by-product,  not  of  the  desire  to 
grasp,  but  willingness  to  give :  it 
comes  to  those  who  realise  their  one- 
ness with  all  other  individuals  ;  it  is 
a  product  not  of  lust,  but  of  love. 

It  is  found  by  those  who  in  the 
quest  for  personal,  or  class,  or  party 
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gain,  are  able  to  sink  the  self  of 
person,  or  class,  or  party,  in  the 
common  good. 

As  One  of  old  most  truly  said,  we 
find  our  life  when  we  lose  it;  or  in 
other  words  we  can  only  come  into 
our  true  life  as  we  merge  the  smaller 
life  of  the  part  into  the  larger  life  of 
the  whole. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  pardonable  if 
I  refer,  at  this  point,  to  my  own 
experience,  as  illustrating  the  common 
ignorance  of  vital  truths  of  this  kind, 
and  of  the  great  need  there  is  for  a 
wider  and  more  enlightened  teaching. 

I  did  not  fully  realise  until  almost 
middle  age  that  I  was  living  in 
eternity,  with  an  infinite  past  behind 
me  and  an  infinite  future  before  me, 
and  that  I  was  already  reaping  the 
results  of  my  own  past  thoughts  and 
acts,  and  was,  at  the  same  time,  every 
hour  of  my  life,  determining  my 
future  destiny. 

The  fact  is,  I  had  not  been  taught 
clearly  how  to  understand  the  laws  of 
the  universe  in  which  I  was  living, 
nor  did  I  have  any  true  notion  as  to 
why  we  were  here,  and  what  was  the 
object  of  the  world  movement,  so  far 
as  human  beings  were  concerned. 

I  had  but  the  feeblest  idea  of  the 
great  truth  that  all  selfishness  is  a  form 
of  ignorance  and  always  leads  to  suffer- 
ing, whilst  loyalty  to  the  principle  of 
duty  leads  to  achievement.  I  had  been 
a  business  man  many  years  before  it 
was  revealed  to  me  that  a  business 
career  is  as  sacred  as  any  other  form 
of  ministry,  and  that  each  individual 
is  always  placed  in  the  surroundings 
where  his  next  lesson  in  the  school  of 
life  is  to  be  learned ;  and  that  as  soon 
as  he  has  mastered  that  lesson,  he 
graduates  by  natural  laws  to  the  next 
higher  form. 

I  did  not  even  know  that  the  spirit 


in  which  a  man  discharges  the  duties 
which  fall  to  his  lot  in  life  is  the  real 
determining  factor  in  his  progress. 

If  my  earlier  teachers  had  given  me 
sounder  teaching  on  these  funda- 
mental laws  of  Nature,  I  think  I  might 
have  conducted  my  life  with  much 
more  satisfaction  to  myself,  and  with 
greater  advantage  to  the  community ; 
and  what  is  applicable  to  my  own 
experience  is,  doubtless,  also  the 
experience  of  many  of  my  readers. 

But  it  is  in  the  darkness  that  we  get 
sight  of  the  larger  universe  in  which 
we  live ;  and  in  the  present  dark 
days  of  war  and  struggle  and  death, 
there  are  few  of  us  who  have  not  had 
a  vision  of  the  fuller  and  better 
national,  industrial,  and  social  life, 
which  with  better  knowledge  we 
might  quite  easily  achieve. 

It  has  seemed  to  me  that  we  have 
come  within  sight  of  a  new  form  of 
Socialism,  founded  not  on  equality, 
but  on  diversity — a  Socialism  in 
which  talent,  power,  position,  and 
wealth  are  seen  to  be  open  to  all,  but 
when  won  are  to  be  regarded  as  a 
stewardship  to  be  used  for  the 
common  good. 

If  the  new  spirit  of  sympathy, 
goodwill,  unity,  and  harmony,  which 
has  happily  manifested  itself  in  recent 
days  in  so  surprising  a  measure,  can 
be  made  to  take  the  place  of 
the  wrong  attitude  of  mind  which  we 
have  seen  to  be  the  secret  cause 
of  the  present  troubles  and  suffer- 
ings, what  increase  in  individual 
and  social  wellbeing  would  we  not 
witness  ? 

Who  can  estimate,  for  example,  the 
spiritual  gain  to  the  nation  which 
must  inevitably  result  from  the  self- 
sacrificing  spirit  of  so  many  of  our 
young  men  who  are  leaving  good 
homes  and  risking  their  lives  in 
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the  interests  of  the  larger  life  of  the 
nation  ? 

Do  we  not  owe  an  enormous  debt 
of  gratitude  to  our  soldiers  who  have 
stood  between  us  and  the  threatened 
desolation  of  our  homes  ?  A  con- 
siderable proportion  of  these  youths 
may  be  killed  in  battle,  and  it  may 
be  superficially  argued  that  the 
nation  is  the  loser  as  a  result. 

This,  however,  is  a  short-sighted 
view  of  the  situation,  for  not  only 
does  the  influence  of  the  spirit  of 
self-sacrifice  tend  to  uplift  the  whole 
tone  of  the  national  life,  but  these 
same  youths,  losing  their  physical 
bodies  in  early  life,  will,  according 
to  our  postulate,  by-and-by  be 
born  again  in  our  midst ;  for,  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  attraction,  they 
will  naturally  be  drawn,  in  the 
next  physical  life,  into  the  nation  for 
which  they  have  laid  down  their  lives. 

They  will,  therefore,  have  not  only 
made  a  splendid  gain  to  their  own 
character  by  their  self  denying  service, 
but  they  will  enjoy  in  their  own 
persons  the  better  conditions  they 
have  helped  to  secure ;  thus  proving, 
in  the  most  practical  way,  the  truth 
that  we  are  always  reaping  what 
we  have  sown. 

The  same  self-sacrificing  spirit  has, 
moreover,  been  abroad  amongst  us  in 
other  directions;  and  this  again  is 
a  most  encouraging  feature  of  the 
present  situation,  and  shows  that, 
even  whilst  reaping  a  bad  harvest, 
we  are  having  the  wit  to  sow  the 
seed  of  a  splendid  harvest  for  future 
reaping. 

It  has  been  one  of  the  most 
gratifying  features  of  the  recent 
weeks  that  we  appear  to  have  found 
a  national  soul ;  for  have  not  all 
classes  lost  sight  of  personal  interest 
.'n  the  common  good  ? 


This  is  surely  the  atmosphere  in 
which  the  true  spirit  of  fellowship, 
and  consequent  progress,  unfolds 
itself. 

And  what  is  more,  we  have  seen 
that  everyone  is  better  off  for  the 
change  of  feeling  and  thought ;  for, 
are  we  not  all  being  enriched  by  the 
new  spirit  which  has  made  itself 
manifest  ? 

Starting  then  afresh,  in  the  light 
of  our  recent  experiences,  and  having 
caught  some  glimpse  of  a  better 
social  order,  how  shall  we  proceed  to 
secure  it  ? 

So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  only  way 
to  do  this  is  for  those  who  have  had 
the  vision  of  better  things  to  begin 
to  firmly  establish  the  new  and 
better  spirit  in  their  own  life  and 
character. 

All  progress — personal,  social,  and 
national — begins  with  the  individual, 
and  we  may  be  quite  sure  that  "  No 
star  is  lost  we  once  have  seen ;  we 
always  may  be  what  we  might  have 
been,"  and  the  vision  has  surely  come 
that  it  may  be  realised. 

Happiness  and  prosperity,  like 
misery  and  poverty,  are  infectious; 
and  if  those  who  see  the  light 
are  willing,  by  regular  meditation  and 
self-discipline,  to  make  themselves, 
each  in  his  own  place,  a  centre  of 
strength  and  helping,  the  national 
life  will  soon  become  so  purified  from 
the  spirit  of  selfishness  and  strife, 
and  so  filled  with  that  of  harmony 
and  goodwill,  that  the  bacillus  of  war 
will  find  nothing  upon  which  it  can 
fasten  ;  and  in  this  way,  the  energy 
now  expended  in  war  and  in  all  other 
forms  of  disharmony,  will  become 
transmuted  into  useful  service,  to  the 
immense  gain  and  uplift  of  the  com- 
munity at  large. 

We  have  had  an  illustration,  in 
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the  case  of  Germany,  of  the  far- 
reaching  influence  of  the  spirit  of 
unity  in  promoting  national  progress  ; 
also,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  bad 
effects  upon  national  life  which  are 
produced  by  any  attempt  to  achieve 
a  good  end  by  wrong  methods. 

It  is  in  the  fire  of  affliction,  of 
suffering,  and  loss,  that  the  scales  of 
ignorance  fall  from  our  eyes,  and, 
henceforward  we  walk  with  clearer 
vision :  it  is  for  this  reason  that 
it  may  be  said  that  all  suffering 
should  be  welcomed,  if  so  be,  that 
we  are  willing  to  win  out  of  it  the 
lesson  it  has  come  to  teach. 

We  have  now  an  opportunity, 
which  should  not  be  allowed  to  slip, 
of  laying  hold  of  the  vital  truth 


that  as  we  overcome  our  diffi- 
culties in  the  spirit  of  goodwill 
and  helpful  sympathy,  we  begin 
to  establish  harmonious  relationships 
with  our  fellows  ;  it  is  then 
that  we  set  up  the  first  condition 
alike  of  personal  wellbeing,  and  ol 
national  prosperity. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the 
lesson,  above  all  others,  which  a 
careful  study  of  the  present  situation 
brings  home  to  us,  and  it  is  one  we 
ought  now  to  master  for  all  time ; 
for  thus  only  shall  we  shake  ourselves 
free  of  the  weaknesses  to  which  the 
war  has  called  our  attention  ;  then, 
and  only  then,  may  we  safely  pro- 
ceed onwards  to  higher  levels  of 
attainment. 


Written  for  "  Bibby' s  Annual,''  1915 
(not  yet  published). 
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